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‘I{nuclde-Draggers’ at Work for Liby

It is possible the Central Intelligence
Agency knew about. perhaps even con-
doned, the activities of U.S. merce-
naries who ran a school for terrorists in
an abandoned palace in Libya.

The Americans were trained in un-
dercover work, including the finer
points of assassination, hy the CIA and
U.S. Special Forces. They continued to
draw on their contacts in the U.S. in-
telligence community while they
rigged booby . traps and taught para-
military tactics for Libya’s reckless,
radical ruler Muammar Qaddafi.

He has turned Tripoli into the ter-

rorist capital of the world, a place -

seething with desperadoes and revolu-
tionaries of every imaginable cause,
color and costume. They come to
Libya for refuge, mohey and weapons.

The two headmasters of the terrorist
school, Frank Terpil and Edwin Wil-
son—both former CIA agents, both
wanted in the United States on gun-
running charges—are familiar figures
in Tripoli. Wilson is reported to be
hiding out there in a hotel room down
the hall from the notorious terrorist
and assassin Carlos the Jackal.

There is evidence in top-secret Jus-
tice Department files that the CIA
may have bheen aware of the merce-
naries’ undercover work for Qaddafi.
The files, reviewed by my associate
Dale Van Atta, discicse that several
leads indicated CIA connivance but
cotiid not be followed up. The agency
cooperated with the investigators on
some questions, but stonewalled in-

quiries that threatened to hit too clgse
to home,

“We were getting onto verv hot
stutf,” one investigator said. “it was
my clear impression that we had got-
ten too close to some very secret CIA
shenanigans.” Here are some of the
suspicious leads from the files:

* Two men, who “had been involved
in the development and design of Spe-
cial Forces-type devices,” were re-
cruited to work for Qadaffi. According
to the files, “They were highly skilled
technicians from China Lake, Calif.”
This is the site in the Mojave Desert of
a supersecret Navy center where lethal
devices are perfected. Both men were
“working on classified CIA concealed
weapons systems” when they were
hired to impart their expertise to the
Libyans. After their stint in Libya, in-
credibly, they returned to work at
China Lake, though the CIA knew of
the association with Qaddafi.

¢ Terpil and Wilson made a startling
proposition to three CIA contract
agents in September 1976. They were
asked to kill a Libyan “traitor” whom
Qadaffi wanted eliminated and to
train the dictator's own sssassins.
When Terpil and Wilson cited their

“CIA credentials, the three men flew to

London and Geneva to discuss the
deal. They declined a $100.000-per-
year offer after learning that thev
would be working for Qaddafi and
wouldn't have the “protection” of the
CIA.
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® A retired veteran of the Army Spe-
cial Forces received a telephone qffer
ot $50,000 a year tu put together a five-
man team “with expertise in intell;-
gence operations, weapons and demoli-
tion.” The offer cane from someone he
apparently believed was a clandestine
U.S. official recalling him to action.
Obediently, he recruited four Specjal
Forces men who, by preatrangement,
turned over their birth certificates and
Ppassports to an unidentified womain, at
the Arlington Quality Inn, Two hoyrs
later, she retumed with Libyan visas.
Om;e in Libya, they discovered that
their secret mission was to train Qad-
dafi’s security forces. The leader re-
turned to the United States and in-
formed the FBL Not long afterward,
he received an anonymous threat to
“forget everything he knew about -the
operation in Lihyaorelse. . . .” .

® Another team was recruited hy a
captain who, according to the files, was
“in charge of the hezardous devices
;d\il:is"ion, Redstone Arsenal, Huntsvitle,
Many CIA operatives merely have
an “understanding” with the awencv,
but no formal connection to avoid pos-
sivle embarrassment. Other furmer
specialists in the dark arts, known in
intelligence circles as “Knuckie-teag.
gers,” have been turned loose since the_
CIA was reformed and may he loolang
for new employment. [ii the iniolli.
gence game, it's an casy transforma-
tion from spook Lo mercenary. '

ACROSS
1 Ali, once
S Town neer
Padus
8 Court
procedure
13 Cltyin
Hawail
14 Spacecrait
15 Unpreasant
16 Humorist's
family
17 Site of
Mt. Whitney
18 Sports
arena
21 Defensive
coverings
22 Blackbird
23 “Look —"
24 Certain
Catholic

27 Isiand near
Calitornia
31 Redacts
32 Remediss
33 Army rank:
abby.
34 Record
35 “—the
windy
plains...”
38 Alone
37 Wind dir.
38 “i | make
my — heil”
39 Actor
Fernando
40 Site of
Balboa Park
42 Napkins,
for example
43 Lane ot

song

Yoetardouts Dubmis 853 aih

tire, —

59 Gull
60 Aroma

DOWN
1 Scorch

3 Brews,

44 Speechim-
sction
45 “"After the

small..”
48 Cal. city
52 Anaheim

attraction

§7 Like a day
inJune
58 High nest

2 Where Vene
tians bask

12 Nestling
hawk

TODAY'S

15 Shearer and

Talmadge DAVID A, SCULLY

CROSSWORD _

18 Maka heavy

20 A Truman 17
23 Moses’

brother
24 Allots

25 Cityon

27 Rare thing

28 “Cali-
tornia,

29 Pitcher

Rysn
30 Thrown

for —
32 Spong
35 Weakly
36 Chan

Approved For Release 2009/02/09 : CIA-RDP04-00312R001001810008-5



